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Notes Related to the Positioning of “Response Words” among Parts of Speech
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Abstract

In this paper, we examine descriptions of response words in studies of Japanese grammar,

beginning with Japan's early modern period, to ascertain what word class response words, which

are currently often classified as a subcategory of interjections, have been positioned in

historically. Up until Meiji 30's theories classifying response words among adverbs can be found;

however, after this period, majority of the theories included response words as one class of

interjections. A tentative conclusion of this paper is that response words came to be categorized

as a subcategory of interjections during the period spanning from the end of the Meiji era to the

early Taisho era.
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