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Borromini’s Idea of the Facade Design of the Oratory
in the Opus Architectonicum

Yoko IWAYA*

Abstract

Francesco Borromini (1559-1667), a Baroque architect in Italy, is the author of the Opus
Architectonicum. It is important to comprehend Borromini's idea for architecture with the
“Opus”, because in the “Opus”, Borromini described Oratorian architecture in Rome by many
elaborate drawings as an architecture book.

Particularly the facade of the Oratorio, standing next to the church, reflects the significance
of the Oratorio in the surroundings. The facade has a curved form to invite people inside, and
in the “Opus” the design process is emphasized that Boromini exploited the restraint effectively,
and created the impressive three-dimensional configuration by the distribution of the colums and

pilasters on the curved walls. So, it is recognized that Borromini's project of the facade of the

Oratorio was integrated with the internal and external space.
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