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Two Victorian Ladies Visiting Nikko in the Meiji Era
— Isabella Bird and Mary d’Anethan —

Keiko IDO*

Abstract

Since the beginning of the Meiji era, foreigners have been visiting the Toshogu Shrine and
Nikko area, according to the records in a series of Journals of the Shrine. This paper analyzes
the prosperity and the charm of the Nikko area through the experiences of two women, Isabella
Bird and Mary d’Anethan.

For Victorian globetrotter Isabella Bird, Nikko and the Kanaya Cottage Inn, which she visited
in 1878, meant the last comfortable place she visited before making the challenging and hard
journey to the unbeaten tracks of Hokkaido. Almost twenty years later, she revisited Nikko
after the most dangerous and harsh trip took her to the middle of China. She was healed by
the European community in Nikko along with her old friend, Minister Ernest Satow and his
circles including a younger English lady Mary d’Anethan, the wife of the Belgian Minister.

Mary and her husband found a nice Japanese style summer house on the shore of Lake
Chuzenji in 1896, in the same year Satow built his own. Here, Mary enjoyed a happy private
life ; she rowed and had lunch or dinner with amiable friends, while in Tokyo she had to live the
official diplomatic life.

The Nikko area attracted many foreign visitors. They could visit the Toshogu Shrine, which
was, and still is one of the most precious religious visiting spots. It was also convenient to go to
Nikko, which afforded comfortable accommodation and beautiful scenery, especially in the Chuzenji
area. Adding to this attractiveness, the community life amongst the circle of foreigners
provided relief from the stresses and strains of the official life in Tokyo.

Nikko was the only area in Meiji Japan, where Europeans could enjoy their relaxed private

life in the midst of the sacred mountains.
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