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The 2012 “English Workshop Class” Progress Report

Hiroshi OTA*, Keiko IDO*, Jackie SUGINAGA*

Abstract

This paper reports on the progress of the 1 and 2" year students in the English Workshop
class, from last year to the present. It also provides some insight into the activities that shape
this class. To begin, a general overview will be given about what kind of class the English
Workshop is, and what progress has taken place over the past two semesters.

The next section will discuss some new developments that have been successfully
implemented in the form of conversation strategies and, in particular, the utilization of a new
social network system called Edmodo. This is a special website, like Facebook for students, introduced
not only as a way for students to further engage with new language but also to foster
collaborative and autonomous learning both in and outside the classroom.

Finally, there is a special report on two one-to-one interviews with students who had previously
taken the English Workshop for two consecutive years, revealing how they spent their time at

the Workshop, what they learned, and to what extent was it a valuable experience.
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4. FR24FE BEATOHLVEAL
Using a Social Network System to Facilitate
Learning

Today, teachers play a significant role in
encouraging students to take responsibility
for their own language learning, by introducing
learning strategies, facilitating reflection,
critical thinking and creating opportunities
where they can get involved in learning beyond
the classroom. Technology is one tool that
can help students recycle, share and build on
what they learn in the classroom. A secure
and user-friendly way of facilitating this is
through a social network system (SNS) called

Edmodo. Basically, Edmodo is like a purpose
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built Facebook for students and teachers and
serves as collaborative platform to share
information and communicate through
messages, comments, and homework
assignments.

At the English Workshop, in semester one,
Edmodo was introduced to both the first and
second year Workshop classes. Some of the
benefits of using this free SNS will be given
below, followed by a brief discussion of some
possible ways to expand on how this could be
used at the English Workshop in the new
academic year, 2013.

Apart from the fact that Edmodo can be
used as means to reinforce and recycle learning,
students can also check their messages on it
using a PC or by using their smartphone
anytime, anywhere. Teachers are able to give
assignments, ask questions, assign grades and
do mini-surveys using the software built into
Edmodo. Photos and videos can be uploaded
to the site. Additionally, if a student has
posted something the teacher is notified via
email and can respond soon after it is posted.
Providing immediate and specific feedback to
students, in class and out, is an essential element
of learning a language.

At the Workshop, the students record all
group conversations with each other on a
voice recorder. Then afterwards they listen to
the conversation and write up some useful
expressions that they heard during the
conversation. This not only helps students
notice and understand what they have learned,
but it can also help to develop writing and
Once students have

communication skills.

posted their useful phrases and messages this

becomes available for the whole class to see.
By sharing this information students can not
only review what they studied within their
own group, but also discover and learn what
other groups have discussed. Corrections are
given, where necessary, on grammar or language
that has been misheard/misspelled. Furthermore,
students are encouraged to read and comment
on each other’s postings. To follow is an
example of an extract from Edmodo for the
English Workshop for 1st year students. The
students’ names have been removed for
privacy protection.

STUDENT A to Workshop 1st Year

Hi! Jackie and everyone.

How are you ~ ?

[These] There are my useful phrases.
I'm starving.

I'm surprised.

What is that ?

Did you have tried it ?

What else ~ ?

How often do you ~ ?

S s W

Thank you for reading.

I'm looking forward to talking with

everyone on Thursday.

STUDENT B- to Workshop 1st Year
Hill T want to use your phrases because it’

s useful !

JACKIE SENSEI
Hi (STUDENT A),
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Thanks, these phrases are great |
For No. 4 you can say —
‘Did you try it

tried it ¥’

or you can say Have you

Look forward to seeing you on Thursday !

Considering all the merits and the potential
uses of Edmodo, we would like to continue to
use and explore other possibilities for further
use. For example, to encourage extensive (as
well as intensive) reading, as an extra curricular
assignment students could do book reviews in
the form of written or oral voice recordings.
Some other potential uses could be to add some
recordings given by native teachers as a dictation
tool where students could listen to and write
out the conversation and subsequently compare
Additionally,

focusing on pragmatic uses of English in

it to the original conversation.

certain situations, as well as the natural
pronunciation of English could be especially
advantageous for students who want to study
abroad or use English in authentic situations.
Of course, Edmodo is not a replacement for
other methods of learning, but it is certainly a
powerful tool that can strengthen both the
collaborative and autonomous side of learning

beyond the classroom.
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