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Borromini’s Opinion on Michelangelo as an Architect
— In Terms of Idea and Actual Works —

Yoko IWAYA*

Abstract

In the preface of Opus Architectonicum, Borromini identified himself with Michelangelo as a

ingenious architect.

Also in Opus, Borromini compared architectural forms with practical human

body, because he essentially imaged architecture like a functional organization as Michelangelo.

And when Borromini designed the small church of San Carlo alle Quattro Fontane in Rome,

he adopted projected columns and fluid cornices effectively to integrate the shallow side chapels

with the central space, and to bear diagonal axes, likewise Michelangelo's Cappella Sforza. In

addition, Borromini took these features together with Vignola’s ellipse and plastic columns.

Thus

he evolved the project of San Carlo alle Quattro Fontane, as his representative architecture.
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