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A Study of Perspective of Francesco Borromini’s Courtyards
in Opus architectonicum
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Abstract

Francesco Borromini designed the two Courtyards in the Oratorian architecture in Rome as

the spacious gardens in which Oratorians could renew their vitality.

To reveal the method of depicting the section-perspectives of 7he First Courtyard and The

Second Courtyard in Opus architectonicum, their section-perspective projections should be

reconstructed. So, it is recognized that these section-perspectives were depicted with the same

height to the sections in Opus. The vanishing point is slightly lower than the top of the first

arcade, and arches were made more extensive than supposed ones in each figure. There are

some intentional alterations by engraver, but 7he First Courtyard and The Second Courtyard in

Opus represent Borromini’s ideas effectively.
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