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A Study of the Organizations and Qualifications Related to Interior Design in Japan
—Transition of the Interior Design Industry Since its Establishment—

Yayoiko MOTEGI*

Abstract

Our daily lives and sense of values have changed over time, and our expectations of housing
interior design have diversified in response. Experts in this industry are required to respond to
changing consumer requests. This paper describes the transition of the interior design industry
by focusing on the organizations and professional qualifications related to interior design. The
subjects of the investigation were 119 interior design organizations all over Japan. Based on
their purpose and year of establishment, these organizations have been categorized into 9
groups.

Professional interior design organizations were first established in Japan in the 1950s, and
throughout the 1950s and 1960s, many organizations focusing on interior materials were created.
The late 1960s saw the establishment of several organizations related to construction companies
and contractors. As a result, the interior design industry experienced rapid growth. A qualification
system for “Interior Coordinators” was established in the 1980s and the number of professionals
with this qualification has continued to increase. After the collapse of the bubble economy in the
1980s, there was little activity due to the effects of the recession.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, interior design organizations have diversified and
the number of professional qualifications available has dramatically increased. Although the
growth of the interior design industry has corresponded to demand, it is easy for consumers to
become confused because there are too many choices to select the appropriate organization for
their needs. It is important to monitor the future development of new interior design organizations

and professional qualifications in order to guide development to best meet consumer requests.
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