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Abstract

Expert witnesses for sentencing in criminal cases are an important resource for judgements
of the assessment of a case in criminal justice, and their importance in the Saiban-in system is
expected to increase. In the future. for effective treatment to contribute to recidivism prevention,
there will be greater emphasis on a psychological and educational approach in addition to
traditional retributive justice punishment. From this perspective, there are indications that it is
necessary to introduce to Japan the presentence investigation reports that are institutionalized
in the United States and elsewhere. At the same time, there has been discussion of plans to
actively utilize expert witnesses for sentencing in criminal cases as immediate alternatives and
for issues associated with the introduction of presentence investigation reports.

In addition, although not mentioned in detail in this paper, psychological judgment is a form
of expert testimony similar to expert witnesses for sentencing in criminal cases. It is an attempt
to utilize psychological knowledge including areas related to the findings of the judge and is a
broader concept than expert witnesses for sentencing in criminal cases, but it should be

discussed in order to consider a better criminal justice system.
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