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A Study of Representation of Francesco Borromini's Courtyard of Oratorians
in the Engraving of Domenico Barriére

Yoko IWAYA*

Abstract

Domenico Barriére engraved The Second Courtyard in the Oratorian institute, based on the
design of Borromini. The vanishing point in the composition is assumed not on one point, but on a
vertical line in the center, with a certain extent. This intentional manipulation effects that the
giant order on the facade appears highly and emphatically.

It is verified with the CG model that the 4th story should be seen from the view-point in the
front clearly , but on both sides only the roof shape is recognizable. In Barriére 's engraving, the
4th story was eliminated to gain intensive expression. It has also a purpose to efface the
predecessor's image.

Consequently, the giant order was heightened and represented vigorously. Moreover, it
reflectes Borromini's intention to defend his project of the courtyard by reference to
Michelangelo's Palazzo dei Conservatori.

Borromini intended to demonstrate the significance of his design in Barriére 's engraving, and
depicted the spacious courtyard surrounded by the two-story house with a flat roof, and by the

giant order, like Palazzo dei Conservatori.
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L 'Oratorio, e Fabrica per I'Abitazione De
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conversazione, vol. VII, Venezia, 1844, p.
537; Le Blanc, Charles, Manuel de
l'amateur destampes, Paris, 1854 (Tomo 1),
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suo sito, e nella scuola di tutti gli
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ed.) il Mascardi, 1658 (3" ed.).
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