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Considerations Relating to the “Tsu” Notation (as Sokuon)
at the End of a Sentence or Segment

So ISHIKAWA*

Abstract

In the case of an interjection, instances such as “@& -, 2 - ", etc, have been acknowledged

to be one word, in a form with a “tsu” as sokuon at the end of a word. However, as the author

has identified from previous research, in actual conversation, it is not possible to differentiate

sounds that correspond to an “end-of-word sokuon”. Nevertheless, in novels, comics, etc., the “tsu”

notation is often seen at the end of a sentence or a clause rather than as an interjection at the

end of a word.

This paper investigates literary journals, documents with transcriptions of sounds, and

documents with Japanese written in Roman letters beginning from the Meiji period. It observes

the transition of the “tsu” notation at the end of a sentence or a segment in Japanese.
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