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Rakuchi Rakugai zu Folding Screen (Uesugi Version) :
Time and Motive of its Order in Light of the Recent Warring States Period Kinai
Political History Research

Masahiro SHIMOK AWA*

Abstract

Hideo Kuroda is currently leading research on the Rakuchii rakugai zu (Scenes in and around

the Capital) folding screen’s Uesugi version (Uesugi bon) . Having noted that Shogun Ashikaga

Yoshiteru ordered the folding screen to be given to Uesugi Kenshin, Kuroda has revealed, based

on newly discovered historical material, that it was created by Kano Eitoku on the 3 day of the

9" month of Eiroku 8 (1565) . However, without further evidence, Kuroda concludes that

Yoshiteru ordered the screen from Eitoku around the end of Eiroku 7 (1564) or the beginning of

Eiroku 8. Furthermore, besides noting that Yoshiteru had planned to give it to Kenshin, Kuroda

does not explain Yoshiteru's motive for ordering the screen at that particular time. This study

identifies the time period when Yoshiteru ordered Eitoku to create this screen during the Eiroku

era and proposes possible reasons for Yoshiteru's order.
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