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Research on the Maximum Depths of Commercial Diving Operations before the
Revision of the Ordinance on Safety and Health of Work under High Pressure

Masaharu SHIBAYAMA, Shio TSUDA, Masahisa KOMIYA*

Abstract

In April 2015, the Ordinance on Safety and Health of Work under High Pressure was revised

and air diving is limited to a maximum depth of 40 meters.

In this study, the maximum depths of commercial diving operations before the revision were

investigated thru the diving operation records from 1996 to 2013.

It is found that 2 to 4 percent of operations were over the depth of 40 meters among

recreational dive instructors and tour guide divers prior to the revision, and it was needed to

comply with the provisions of the prescribed ordinance.

Operations over the depth of 40 meters were also found in the onshore diving operations

before the revision of the ordinance. It is considered that the operational plans had been already

ensured to follow the revised ordinance.
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