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Studying the Rejection of Fuse (dana) in Early Buddhist Scriptures
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Abstract

With respect to religion, ideas on universal salvation based on philanthropism as a prerequisite
for the person who seeks religious teachings have often been reported. However, to what extent
can these assumptions hold true? In fact, the problem of philanthropism in religion is a deeply
rooted theme that has been extensively discussed as is observed through various texts since
ancient times. In other words, it is a problem of religious exclusiveness and tolerance. Buddhism
is certainly no exception. Since early Buddhist scriptures, this problem or religious taboo has been
included in several precepts; furthermore, rejection or exclusiveness of Buddhism has also been
frequently observed. Accordingly, there are, in fact, many instances when Buddha, who should
have been the savior, rejected those who sought salvation.

This essay focuses on the offerings made toward the Buddhist saints, particularly in the
Butsuden or the biographies of Buddha (records of the life of Buddha) . Thus, it focuses on
examining the distinctive features of the act of rejection with regard to the act of Fuse (dana)
toward Buddha and identifying if it has any significance. Thus, by examining this exclusive
aspect of Buddha, this paper attempts to identify what Buddhism seeks from the world and tries
to discover the mission's direction for the masses when the Buddhist religious establishments

were founded.
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dhareyya cakkhumanto rupani dakkhinti

// evam evam bho Gotamena



anekapariydyena dhammo pakasito//
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esaham bhagavantam Gotamam saranam
gucchami dhammarica bhikkhusanghaica
// upasakam mam bhavam Gotamo
dharetu ajjatagge panupetam saranam
gatan-ti // //
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7 M.Léon Feer ed, Samyutta-nikaya Vol.

Pali Text Society, 1973 London,p.167,1.18 ~ p.170
8 B.bhunjeyyati.

9 B.C.sasisam.

10 S1-3 parGpitam.

11 Sl1-3gahetvana.

12 S1-3mundako.

13 Sl1-3add ca.

14 Sn:No.462

15 B.yanio-.

16 S1 upavuhayetha.

17 S1-3 duhati

18 B.dakkhineyyeii.

19 See Sutta-Nipata: No.463,
20 S1-3 ahutam.

21 B.addasima.

22 See Sutta-Nipata: No.479

23 S1-3 vacabhigitam.

24 See Sutta-Nipata:No.480, No.81

25 Sl-3 teua (or te tam) hite.

26 For these two githas (text and notes)

see the preccding sutta.

27 See Sutta-Nipata:No 481, No.82

28 B.yena.

29 SI1-3 add va.

30 S1-3 suddham.

31 S3 bélavena-; B.suddhim.

32 B.ajjhatta-mevujjalayami.

33 S1-3 niccaggi niccamasahitatto.

34 B.omits araham.

35 SI-3 hito (Sl-te) brahmana.

36 C.-nimmo-.

37 B.pasattho.

38 S1-3 yattha.

39 B.vedagino; SS. havedaguno.

40 S3; B.sinhat4; S1-2 sinananda (S2 dam)

ta.

41 SS. anallagatta.

42 This gatha will be found again in I L11.

43 atha.
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45 TIbid.This sutta recurs in the Sutta-Nipdta
I 4

46 S3 kasi- always.

47 B. vapp- always.

48 S3 bho.

49 Sl kasine or S3 kasune.

50 See Sutta-Nipata:No.76

51 See Sutta-Nipata:No.77

52 See Sutta-Nipata:No.78
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54
55
56
57
58
59

See Sutta-Nipata:No.79
See Sutta-Nipata:No.80
B.has not Gotamao.

See Sutta-Nipata:No.81f
See avove 1 .89.

See Sutta-Nipata:No.82

Hare the Sutta Nipdta inserts another

episode.
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