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Content of Examinations and Conditions for Acquiring Professional Qualifications
in Interior Design in Japan
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Abstract

The need for housing in Japan has been steadily increasing, so improving the value and

quality of housing through renovation is an urgent task. The interior of a home is one of the most

important elements. As Japanese people’s lifestyles have become increasingly diversified, interest

in housing and interior design has also risen. Experts in the housing industry must therefore

respond to the evolving requests of consumers. This paper describes the content of examinations

and the conditions for acquiring professional qualifications in interior design in Japan. A total of

28 professional qualifications related to interior design in Japan were examined. Although a wide

range of qualifications were identified, they all shared a similar requirement level regarding

professional ability. No qualifications related to interior design were found to be monopolistic, so

their positioning remains vague. Therefore, professional qualifications in interior design need to

be reorganized to more clearly specify the role of experts for consumers.
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