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Notes on Terminology: Aisatsu-go and Aisatsu-kotoba
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Abstract

Expressions used for greetings in modern Japanese, such as ohayo, are called aisatsu-go or

aisatsu-kotoba. However, the definition of these terms has remained unsettled until today.

Moreover, in contemporary times, they are classified as aisatsu-go and aisatsu-kotoba, but they

have been interpreted differently in past research on grammar.

This study diachronically examines Japanese-language textbooks and dictionaries, in addition

to research texts on the Japanese language. Moreover, it summarizes how aisatsu-go and aisatsu-

kotoba have been used in daily vocabulary and in studies of the Japanese language and Japanese-

language instruction.
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