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Identity and Beauty of Homo Machinalius
-A Phenomenological think on the Future Image of Human Being and Beauty-

Kaori ISHIDA*

Abstract

Recently the unifying between human body and machine, and also between human brain and
computer is in progress with accelerated, such as human expansion engineering. The appearance
of new human species, so-called transhuman, is suspected to realize in the decades. As well
knowing, the futurist Ray Kurzweil has advanced the time is in 2045, so-called the Technological
Singularity. To unprejudiced philosophical think and argument we call the new human being as
“homo machinalius” in this paper. This latinic name descended the naming of biological
anthropologist Mamoru Tomita.

In phenomenological standpoint self-image and identity of homo sapience are not substances
but images, which come up at the node of the meaning-giving (Husserl's technical term
“Sinngebung” in German). On the other hand it is not possible for homo machinalius to have self
-image and identity. Because homo machinalius always can easily change body and brain
(memory). For homo sapience self-image and identity are images. Images are fragile. Therefore,
we need constantly repair, renew and confirm them. One of the dominant way of repair and
confirm is the beauty culture. At the fact in human history the beauty culture has been exist as
human culture and the beauty culture has universality in time and space. On the contrary of
homo sapience, homo machinalius has no self -image and identity, so they do not need the beauty
culture. Of course, they can do make-up and hair-styling but for them the inevitability of the

beauty culture shall disappear.
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