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Abstract

Foucault wrote that in the era of biopower, “we have entered a phase of juridical regression”
and various technologies of power invest our lives. He also understood that in the more general
schema of sovereignty and governmentality, the technologies of governmentality are becoming
increasingly important in our era. Today we observe several phenomena that appear to fulfill
Foucault's predictive diagnosis. For example, when we attempt to problematize global capitalism
across nation-states, the problem of refugees deprived of their legal lights, and more regularly,
government legislation, we sense that the concepts of “law” and “sovereignty” are no longer
reliable foundations.

This paper examines the concept of “sovereignty” to understand these phenomena. In
contemporary society, while technologies of governmentality expand, how should we perceive
sovereignty functioning? If juridical regression occurs, is sovereignty being terminated? This
paper attempts to rethink the problem of sovereignty in the age of biopolitics while studying
Agamben’s theory.
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