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A Discussion on Typology and “Individuals’ Sense of Sharing Experiences”
of Negative Heritage:
-Local Memorial Sites in Cambodia-

Fuyuki MAKINO*

Abstract

Cambodia, with its market economy flourishing, has entered a period of rapid economic
growth. People’s lives there have become more stable. Amidst this stability and growth,
however, the following issue has emerged: how to pass on the negative memories of the country’
s long civil war and the Khmer Rouge’s massacre of fellow countrymen. In Cambodia, how are
people internalizing the memory of this long civil war (including the Khmer Rouge era) ,
creating new relationships with others, and greeting the current economic development ?

In this paper, I present three critical preconditions in analyzing the negative heritage, which
has four types. Having done so, I then present the idea of “individuals’ shared sense of being
affected by or involved in the events in question,” which is the focus in local memorial spaces
and overcomes the binary opposition between victims and perpetrators.

I carried out my case study in a total of four places in Cambodia’s Prey Veng, Svay Rieng,
and provinces. The local negative heritage of farming villages has no clear symbols indicating
that “something happened here.” However, the negative heritage in such places has been
absorbed into the small, tightly knit communities, where Buddhist rituals play a role of linking
such memories and places and developing separate stories that carry the negative heritage.
“Individuals’ shared a sense of being affected by or involved in the events in question” has been

nourished through residents’ word of mouth and religious functions.
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