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The transformation of Rennie in Margaret Atwood’s Bodily Harm

Eiko YAKUSHI*

Abstract
The fifth novel of Margaret Atwood (1939-), Bodily Harm, is one of the most politically

involved works of the author. The word body represents not only the physical structure of a

person, but also the group of people, such as government or organization. Also the word harm

represents not only physical or mental damage, but the harm in the society and morality as well.

The story is about the main character, Rennie’s, suffering from breast cancer and her

recuperation turning into something she never expected. It describes her conflict from physical

damage as well as the daily consumption as a woman in patriarchal society

' In this essay, I

would like to focus on how men in Rennie’s life has consumed her mentally and physically. Also

how the violence that surrounds her life changes Rennie’s perspective.
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