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Post-war History of the Village Obisha Ritual in Sakanao of Sakae Town, Chiba Prefecture:

As Seen through a Villager’s Life Story.
Hiroyuki KANEKO*

Abstract

In this paper, I examine how the obisha ritual (a ritual held by villages on New Year's Day) was conducted from the mid-1950s to the
mid-1960s through the example of the Sakanao area in Chiba Prefecture, Japan. Recently, it was revealed that the obisha ritual, which is of
cultural value and thus merits attention, continues to be passed down in Sakanao. The time period examined in this paper is viewed by the
people who live in the area today as the “old obisha” era. As such, there is a need to clarify how the ritual was conducted during this period.

Examination of a villager’s life story revealed the two following facts. First, the obisha ritual during this period did not only feature the
“ceremony” that has garnered much attention today but, also, “hospitality” entailing feasts and entertainment. Second, although only male
head of households were permitted to participate in the obisha ritual, there was a principle of full participation whereby households without
a male head of household could also participate in the ceremony, albeit indirectly.

It is in these ways that the “old obisha” differs from the obisha ritual of today.
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