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A New Perspective on Shortening in Recent Word Formation of English

Shinobu SUNAGA

Abstract

Swift changes and quick movements lead people to make speedy communications. Short messages and
swift responses seem to be a trend not only in the business world but also in everyday life. Many people
may prefer shorter words and messages to express their ideas and emotions to each other. Such
examples are found in speech and writings. Doctors or scientists or other professionals take shortened
technical terms (for example : PTSD, NEET, Globish). Young boys and girls exchange text messages
(=TM). I will explain about shortening in new English words, or in other words forming shortened
words in the English-speaking world. My hypothesis for the cause and mechanism in shorter word
formation in English is “encoding” of things and words in easier or more friendly style. First, I take up
the shortening patterns of English new words. Second, I illustrate some of the shortened words classified
by domains or fields of human activities. Then, I explain how the mechanism in formation process works

and clarify linguistic characteristics.
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Ag, BHEIEIFTHED I FILEN: (encoded) EMTH S, 3> Ea—F—DEMNLZ 15 —F v
F IR, FIROZBITET ETINELT 5. B ORI 2 — F{L (encoding) Z{EH# L7z, Z
NOFEREDOFHGEHEROEH T H 5 ) LHET D,

Stephen Gramley (2001, ¥ 1) 12 XU, BEFEADRGEOBINGED I B, IR & AT & 53E(354.9%
—k b, EEH19.60%—t > b, FEHEICL D LDI38N—k Sy FTH DB, L L, AT E S
e FROER (economy) DELEL SIRBLT 572, EHRORI2IM (FHKk, 1982, H2) DH» b5,
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e, BE—raH TR .

AT, H—I2, WEOBHR TR EHHELEH L X LISRL, KT, X0k 5ol Camt
HE G, FRETR - SRR, (B - KT ORI, BoA - BERE. HE - XURSR. SoRplEET
b 2O, EWERES LOEE, BIUIT HEOHEERNS,

2. WEE - BEREOER - ARICL 3EFERUEDTAEE
PITFIZ, ARHFSE TREHS R & A7 § 858 - BB L L 2O EH 2R T 5,

(Dacronym LASIK (Laser-Assisted in Situ Keratomileusis), noc (non-official cover JEA R EEER
g)
@initialism CGI (computer graphics imaging), PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder),
C-PTSD (Complex Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder)
@clipping e-site [esite] (e(lectronic) (mail) +site), D-word (D (epression) +word),
Wi-Fi (Wi (reless) + Fi (delity))
@blending Birdzilla (Bird +godzilla), BusHitler (Bush+ Hitler),

freakonomics (freak+economics), EUtopia (EURO+utopia)

®derivation :

with Prefix/Prepositive combining form : biomass (bio-+mass), Euro-sclerosis (Euro-+sclerosis)

with Suffix/Postpositive combining form : chatterbot (chatter+ (ro) bot), low - tech (low+ fech

(nology)), chick-lit (chick (en) -+ /it (erature))

® text message (Tex-Mex) txtbks (textbooks) /AFAIK (as far as I know)/BTW (by the way)

KE, EE, AFFDEFX T4 T, W x 74 7o 50 L CRE L 72 Acronyms,  Initialisms &
Abbreviations Dictionary (AIAD. ¥ 3) OBEZITR LN L H 12, FEEOEAWRERIL TR LI BIFEON
FMFEHEE (shortening) (3. acronym (BE5EE). initialism (£ =3 % ) X A). abbreviation (%)
TH b,

BHEDIZFIITETH 5 [#M%] (abbreviation) (2 k& 24 W5 (abbreviated word) (3, LIEiZE Y #
FEEIEDENICE W /2—USA. ; UK.E: I E) F FEEK T 5—US; UK ; ROK (<
Republic of Korea) &——niZ9) 252\, D7, HEDAE 212 L TQ acronym [EHFE] @
initialism [4 =3 % ) X4 ] 24507 THILER, 2o [Es:E] 2@ clipping [l a8 T 5K
RNEHA L7

D acronym (FEFFE) 13, EXFEDH D WIIHAENM 2O E0b¥ T TE5ET, HEN LI ITR
HEOREL L DRV, BlICR 2 LB, Laser-Assisted in Situ Keratomileusis DX F L, A, S, LK #
7% FTCLASIK L2, [léisik] &, —FED LI IZRETE L LD2IET, noc i [nok] EHKEE N
%o

@ initialism (£ =3 %) X&) (3, EXFE2OLTT1IEICODEN, —F—F2RET 5,

RETLLE, 2XFOHEI, ME L LICE—HMBTHRET 2, EUIL [Ljk] 3 XFDEER, FlxE
FI3F (k) CE—ImHBRLY, B2 FICEIBETHBEE, ECUIR [fsiji] LAL4XFoL &
3. BIFELELFE GRB) CEBRBEIFE2»N, F2F, F3FICEmEE2E» % v, PTSD
[pi:tiresdi:]

European Currency Unit » ECU (% [isij:] W2 328, TLERS U4 Tl3lsE [ékju] ® [éiku]
EMIZ A%, 1EBOLH)ICHMIZIZ) »EBEME LTh2NRTWTHA ),

@ clipping (E#HE) OHIZIZ, Hlo) e-site D L 9 12 electronic D EFH e-771F 2 L2 D&, Wi-Fi o
&I ZENZFN Wireless & Fidelity DRI 2 F (~EXF) T2O02BLTCUNH-72LD0H 5,

D-word ? & 9 ICHRIED X FHFRXFIZEb - 72“X-word" B 4 ? (3, Wilh#3E (euphemism) & LT
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HWHENEZ EDZ G, FrDEMHPBIN ST WK, cancer D ¢ # KXFEIZ . “big C"EE -
720 [HGIE] PPEE LHAREDFGZ T 56 L 213“R-word” (recession) 7 é“?’ﬁ‘ﬂf:c

B, e- L FEUNO LTz e-words (I2DW TR, [“e-words” 2 SARFEET 5 7 1 —/3 1) X 4] (GHK, 2003
F4) ITEE L7z,

tele-+phone MR/ ZE telephone # clipping 34 &, Aiw &z 4% & LT phone & 7% > 7225, HART
13358, tel. HEHILTWD

Prah o FEI Ik > FiAfE e m & ﬁ’ﬁEEﬂTé? DI LoE ik E, LT 3HETH 5,

@ blending (I78) (3. #4 (compounding) @ X %12, AjEEHK (prepositive element) D FH F72(3
F L REESE (postpositive element) DE X 72IFOELNVFR LN LDE VS, D0 FHFE L TH
HELFL LD, 20N FHBL > THRENPFRL LD L LIZHFARS LS, Hi# 3, Birdzilla (Bird+
godzilla) ?-d- & BusHitler (Bush+ Hitler) ?-h-ofl, %% (3, freakonomics (freak+economics)
?»-k ¥ -c-. EUtopia (EURO+utopia) @ Eu- & -u-? il TH %, freakonomics T3 & & D/Kk/H,
EUtopia Tl [jw] OREH»EL D, 20L& ZWE L3 ERKAGOENNEE phonogram (FHXF) »°

S 1E¥ %, Phonogram (F#5? AL (assimilation) 12EHkT 5. F72, B 1 ERKOBELE 2 HIEDFED Y
Z 70 (syllable) DDA NIKLIDT, )V ALHENRT A D) E0RT < % b, phonogram 794~ {E
L7 aiiid, clipped compound &\ 9 o $H3—3. D2 2,

blending # #iZnk & L THESL L 7212, The Second Barnhart Dictionary of New English (1980. &
5) THho72,

® derivation (JRZE) OHEUER: & Qi IZX ) & v iR 7 7 VO WM E 23T 2 W Tw 5,
Euro-sclerosis (3, Euros 25 Euro-’EVr T, AR, PR & RiEs 23X v v il 77 valD
Wi % 72 (3504EIZ T d B, low-tech |3 technology @ iEJE % ¥ & L7z tech % {1472, high- tech(nology)
DL WIZTFAEY N2 BT # 2 #75F, bio-, Euro-%Eo piji ki o 32 linking vowel —o-2SFF00 T &

(i1 6)

© text messaging (F¥ & k £ v L—y1b) 12, 2O THOEBXTHOKS{LEB TV 5, textbooks
TIHREE %% & LT txtbks £ L, AFAIK Tl as far as | know # Initialism O FETRELL 72, i £ A
L= E-mail ToOXR D) ) Il 720l 3k & LT, $RICHERDOBTZITANLLNTW S

3. BHERIENRERE
LIz, &0 ¢4 2 UeHEOBHED FEHI 2 RA T, EHlEZIRT 5,

3.1, F¥HR. 2MHEOESEOSE - Biait. 3> Ea—7 —Hilf | derivation, initialism, clipping

bio-chemical, bio-mass

cyber security, cyberspace

e-mail, e-site o7 esite, e-dress (=e-address), e-Review (digital weather forecast)

geo-politics

CRD (Computer-Readable Database), CSR (Computer Science Resources)

ﬁ*ﬁ) EL (organic electro-luminescence H#&7E 74 4 — F)
STEOFEET, WROFBLZRTIE, B, BR, ikl zoRS2G% Tz, LX)

Ty ﬁ;:.’i’7 FEPH G S51LS, New Latin EFEIENLAHETH 5,

CRD % CSR O k& 5 ZFkIEH o initialism (£, “source code” T#H %,

3.2, EXEY HBEXOEFIBEEOMEEL
SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome FHE SEPF-IL EHAE )

. acronym, initialism, derivation
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SAS (sleep apnea syndrome BRI ML RE (5 HE)

AED (automatic external defibrillator B Bz + N NEIE:)

EMDR (Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing)

MPS (maternal placental syndrome)

PRK (photorefractive keratectomy)

PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder FMEE 2 I L Z )

hyperlipidemia (&5 MLE)

paramedic (HEEFEHETH)

E%, JREEII G ISR H R E AN D 2o, BEEITh2 b0 b, BFYEET acronym & initialism 12
L BEHEN £ v, Fo, LREOBNCR 512 £ 512, syndrome 2 &L AL 0, [H2 L Lo %
B3 “syndrome” FEDFEHLMICOWT | (GHk. 20014E, 17) %5,

3.3, BUR-EFE - - BERZROBAMEER : acronym, initialism, blending, derivation, clipping, clipping
compounding

ALOHA (Aboriginal Lands of Hawaiian Ancestry)

BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India, China (market)s)

MBS (mortgage-backed security & 24 FFZ 40 {131 %)

SPA (specialty store retailor of private label apparel #5&/\553)

IP (Internet Protocol), IP (Intellectual Property %1684 )

MFPs (multifunctional printers, products, or peripherals)

FOB (Friend of Bill Clinton)

MOT (Management of Technology)

NEET (Not in Employnment, Education, or Training =— . 33#)

FW-style (Veterans of Foreign Wars K[E o i /M ki )

W3C (World Wide Web Consortium) * 3% 7 %4L$ %

cosmeceuticals (cosmetics+pharmaceuticals)

Cyber-elite (£ > % —% v P THRII L2y F v —E VR ZDWER, ERTIILW)

e-company, e-resume, e-supplier (f > Z—% v b « %71 £ > FR5EZE)

ecospeak, eco-friendly

diplolingo

masslux

neuroeconomics

Petro-politics

Jordan, CN Easongate (Eason N), Enrongate, Marthagate (Martha Stewart)

Globish (Glob(al) + (Eng)lish)

Iraqistan

Islamofascism

Scams'R'us (EEA Z > il R ZHEE) Cf. Toys'R'Us

D word (deflation), L word (Liberal), O-word (o0il), R-word (recession), S-word (public service)

N-bill (JAH) L3E, a bill to normalize Vietnam trade)

3—2. L[k, Rw@Br 2 nwicd, B RO 55,

~word (3. Jargon——Its Uses and Abuses (Nash. 1999) o ®RH L¥EH “X-words”|Z. C-word
(Cancer) /F-word (Federal) /H-word (hostage) /S-word (subsidiary) 7SR E LT 5,
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ecospeak F D -speak FIZDOWT I, [#HiEDiEE K (1) ——speak #E#% o ¢ » T——] (FHuk. 1993, {*
8) 2ZMLTE v, Easongate/Enrongate/Marthagate 3T DOWEETH b 55, -gate FaAKIZB L T
13, [-gate FEDRIEDMFFE (1972) 7% & Indogate (1996) % CT——1 (H’k. 1997. &£9)
# %8, cosmeceuticals (cosmetics+pharmaceuticals) (3. blend ((RZ#E) X135 273 . clipped com-
pound (FEHiHIGTE) LT E2XETHAHI,

3.4, #HE-XLIRBEDOHT —LtE, 75 71k derivation, initialism, blending, clipping compounding

acrotropolis (ZEREHET)

info-bot, spy-bot, chat (ter)-bhot, lobo-soldier

computerholic, crediholic [cardholic]

chicken-lit (children’s literature), mobi-lit (mobile phones literature), street-lit

Bollywood (Munbai (=Bombay) Hollywood), Eurowood (Euro(pean) Hollywood)

mass-tige (mass and prestige market)

BB2 (babyboomers2 § 2 k~NE—7— A1)

M2M (machine-to-machine communications) * text message

GNH (gross national happiness)

Coca-colonization (Coca-Cola-+colonization)

computerholic, crediholic [cardholic] (2 L Tld, [HiiEDFEEKIZ D W T—H DR - Hifil
FEZ 12 A 5 negativeness——| (GEzk. 1991, ii‘fl()) P-aholic NI # Z M, info-bot, spy-bot, chat (ter) -
bot 12 LTI, [3 ¥ Ea—g —Hii“bot” fENMFYE] (FH7k. 2005, H11) # B,

DT =% EBEE» . PR ORI L TLUFo L9 2 Blillastr iz,

XFxFH L7z ’&'ﬂm,\ |2, acronym ¥ initialism & clipping 7% %

(2) #AFENFEMEDTIE, blend ¥ clipping compound #¥: F 11 5 2+, blendmg PERTH D, FDOHEH
3. ¥ 7LD L phonogram (FEXT) wXicE), VZxL, A v br—2 3 »on, Hil
AR A RS S A 541 5, Prosodic morphology O & L F5ET 2 B2 kL 72, A%FD 5
PP DRIFSE 2 1K) /\nmxo

(3) BEFEMESE « #5407 - WD BT TR, X 2 % iR T 7 Vil RO R F5 25 5 11 5 “New
Latin”d i 2 & derivatives 25 £\, 5D %12 acronym & blending 75 2 H S5 D F, 1E 2
RTELN) ZLEPLTH D,

(4) [EWROE TR, AN HEEER] (syndrome) DRINIZFE- T, acronym & initialism 7% £\,
gBWE FMi b o & LlESER SN AL ADKED L TH B,

(5) BUh « BFSED ST T, ERAHROIBER SRS -0, SHEDHIH (economy of words) 75w
T, SN 2 — F{b (re-encoding) 73K 51T w5, Acronyms, initialisms, derivatives,

&

clipped words, clipped compouonds, W3 1L L ZHETH 5,

(6) Milh#eEdIz, acronym X initialism %° clipped compound #4115, 72 & 213, noc (non-official
cover IEARIEHR ), D-word (deflation), F-word (failure), R-word (recession), S-word (public
service) % £ D X-words (., HfOF—T7—FZ2F05 0 Hr0EMMICRIET 2720, HfTiEIC
bHZrLHb,

(7) E-mail 7 4 % 4 &35 i-mode Z12 & % e-lingo X idiolects ¥ text message DWW kA5 L %) D
2% 5, “Gr8 Bks in 120 Chretrs or Lss” (i£12) (3, “Great Books in 120 Characters or Less”? text
message T 5, Text message (TM) (3 initialism #HL ) AL T\ 5



FEE A & 0 ) AR, AL S OBEADS, BT, BHECIEST 270D R B L G2 534,
3225 —3 a3 DFETHDH I LIZZMERT % re-encoding DI TH %,
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