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People at War between Accepting and Resisting Standard French
during the 19th Century
—— E.Edmont’s 700 informants for the ALF —

Hideki SASAKI

ALF stands for the Atlas linguistique de la France (1902-1910), the fieldworker and editor of which
were Edmond Edmont (1849-1926) and J.Gilliéron(1854-1926) respectively.

The purpose of the present paper is to answer the following two questions. The first one is—In
what linguistic environments were Edmont’s 700 informants and others leading their daily lives during
the 19th century? And the second one is —— What proportion of Patois to Standard French is each map
of the ALF supposed to represent on the average?

In answer to the first question the paper concludes: Just as the above title of the present paper
suggests, they were living sandwiched in between Standard French as victorious and Patois as doomed

" to disappear but persistent.

Regarding the answer of the second question, we can get almost no information on the individual
qualities of about 84 out of the whole 704 (to be more exact) informants. Therefore we ‘extrapolate’ the
following conclusion from the solid information of the remaining 620 informants. We can thus answer
the second question: Each map of the ALF unfolds that “speech landscape” before readers in which

Patois and Standard French are intermingled on the average with the ratio of 2:1 respectively.
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