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Glory Days: The Kasato-maru’s Years as a Luxury Liner,
1910-1927
Shozo USAMI

In 1894-95, Japan colonized Formosa which became her southernmost territory. Around that time
there were disturbances everywhere in the world. The United States annexed the Philippines as a
result of the Spanish-American War; the Boxers in China were causing great trouble, especially for the
foreign diplomats in Beijing; and England was fighting the Boer War in South Africa. The demand for
military transport ships was great at this time; for example Russia, which was concentrating troops in
Vladivostok and Port Arthur, was always in need of ships.

In 1900, the Russian Voluntary Fleet (RVF) bought a six thousand-ton cargo vessel christened the
Potosi from a shipyard in England. She was renamed the Kazan. The RVF was an auxiliary Navy and
in time of war her ships could easily be converted into cruisers and other military vessels.

As a result of Russo-Japanese War in 1904-05, the Japanese Navy obtained the Kazan as a war prize
and renamed her the Kasafo-maru. Among other notable tasks, she carried the first Japanese immi-
grants to Brazil in 1908, which is still well remembered by their descendants there today. Two years
later, in 1910, the Osaka Shosen Company (OSK) asked the Navy for permission to borrow the
Kasato-maru. She was converted to a liner to be used on the company route from Kobe to Chilung,
Formosa. There was a tremendous need to carry people and cargo to the new territory; officials,
military men, industrial leaders and merchants often made the trip.

Up to that time, OSK had used small vessels for these duties, but once its arch-rival, the Nippon
Yusen Company had begun to use larger vessels with more comfortable accommodations, OSK saw the
need for a larger ship. The Kasato-maru was 6167 gross ton and had a top speed of 14.5 knots, making
it one of the largest passenger-ships at that time, as such, it attracted many new paésengers and the
company prospered. The Kobe-Chilung Line soon became the company’s most profitable venture and
was nicknamed “the money chest of OSK”.

In 1916, the Kasato-maru set sail from Yokohama for Brazil again. This was the first regular route
between Japan and Brazil, and was continued until the 1930s. OSK valued the Kasafo-maru to such an
extent that she was used to open most of the company’s new routes in the years before and during World
War l. At the end of the WWI, many larger boats (nearly 10,000 tons) were imported from England, and
received from Germany as war compensation, and used by OSK between Kobe and Chilung because of
their size and greater speeds.

In April 1927, the Kasato-maru was retired from the Kobe-Chilung Line, on which she had served on

and off for almost seventeen years. Her last message to Formosa was “Farewell, thanks for the
beautiful memories”.
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