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Expression of Cell Adhesion Molecules and Cytoskeletal Components in Fetal Rat
Thyroid C-cells in vitro

Calcitonin-producing cells (C-cells) are endo-
crine derivatives of the neural crest. In a pri-
mary culture of fetal rat thyroid glands, a protein
kinase inhibitor H-7 facilitated marked out-
growth of neurite-like processes from the C-cells.
Whereas the C-cells e vivo, together with the
follicular cells, displayed immunoreactivities for
E-cadherin and catenins, immunocytochemical
studies revealed that they lost the immunor-
eactivities for these proteins in the culture system.
The results in the present study suggest the possi-
bility that the perturbation of the cell adhesion
machinery may allow cell surface movement and
consequently allow process extrusion from the
C-cells.
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