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A Study on Names of States and their Residents in the United States
—— Morphological, Semantic and Phonological Analyses —

Shinobu SUNAGA

_ Abstract ‘

I have been studying English word formation of the words designating natives and residents. The
vocabulary on nations and races of the world were examined in the paper titled “A Morphological and
Phonological Study of Names for Nationals and Races” (S. Sunaga, 1995). This paper handles the
residents of states of the United States of America.

The nation of the United States of America has often been called “a melting pot” and recently “a
mosaic nation. ” American people today consist of different races who immigrated to and ethnic people
who originated in the “New World” at various historical stages. History tells us about the organization
of the first 13 states and development to the present 50 states. Settlers who built the colonies seemed
to use the names of their king, queen, or governors. During the War of Independence and the Civil
War, names of generals or commanders were supposed to be attached to the newly divided or incorpo-
rated states. How the settlers and immigrants constituted and named their new land and also entitled
their local identities are my focus in this study.

State names are first examined from the morphological and semantic points of view. Then attention
will be given to phonetic production.
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(1 ) NI . R ERICETAE—IR
Arizona< Avizonac < ali shomak little springs
Michigan ‘ big lake’

Mississippi < misi sipi big river
Nebraska <#i bthaska water flat : Platte River
Ohio ‘river-fine’ %

(2) 1, 3. 8. B B2 X CBT2E—114)
Alaska < alakshak peninsula
Kentucky < kenia-ke ‘ meadow-land’

Montana ‘ mountainous regions’
Vermont<Le(s) Mont(s) Vert(s) The Green Mountains
Wisconsin < wishkonsing place of the beaver &=

(3) K. #, 0, EEZL CENMZERTE—106
Idaho ‘ Comanche’
lowa < Ouaouia < Ouaouiatonon tribe name
Kansas< Kansa, Kansas Siouan people
Missouri ‘ people, tribe’

Utah< Yuta < Uta, Utah Ute tribe %

(4) FKR HRBoOBEE EASELY. BIUOZORSGHOLTICHY L E— 9 fi
Georgia <English King George II |
Louisiana <French King Louis XIV

" Maryland < English Queen Mary
Pennsylvania>Welsh William Penn+ silva forest
Virginia <English Queen Elizabeth I %
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Table 2. Etymologies of the Names of the U.S. States

(S.Sunaga ; As of Nov., 2002)

State Etymology

Alabama Chocktaw: Alba Ayamule

Alaska Russ. Alyaska <Aleut.:alakshak peninsula

Arizona Am.Sp. Arizonac <Papago ali shonak little springs

Arkansas F. Arkansa for Arkansea village and tribe

C alifornia Sp. California invented by G.0.de Montalvo

Colorado Sp. Colorado <Rio Colorado Red River

Conneticut Mobhican Connecticut River; Algonquian 'long-(tidal)-river-at’
Delaware Lenni-Lenape (Baron)De La Warr> Lord Delaware = Thomas West
Florida Sp. Florida Flowered, Flowery

Georgia Eng. King George 11, Latinized form

Hawaii Hawaiian Hawai’i ; akin to Marquesan Havaiki fabled original homeland of Polynasians
Idaho Kiowa-Apache Idaho Comanche

Illinois F. < Algonquian origin Illinois name of tribe

Indiana NL , Sp. Indian tribe + -a

Towa F. Ouaouia <{Chiwere Ouaouiatonon tribe name shortened

Kansas F. Kansa, Kansas Siouan peole

Kentucky Iroquoian kenta-ke 'meadow-land’

Louisiana F: Louisiane < Louis XIV :

Maine F. Maine historical region of France ‘mainland’

Maryland Eng. Queen Mary named by King Charles I

Massachusetts Algonquian (Natick) Massa-adchu-es-et <{massa big wadchu hills -es(pl.) village name
Michigan Algonquian Michigan 'big lake’

Minnesota Siouan Menesota *water-cloudy’; Dakota minisota white water
Mississippi Algonquian mist sipi big river

Missouri F. Missouri people, tribe

Montana L. Montana mountainous regions

Nebraska Siouan #i water, bthaska flat/ = Platte River

Nevada Sp. Nevada snowed upon, snowy

New Hampshire Eng. Named by John Mason, resident of Hampshire

New Jersey Eng. Named by Sir George Carteret after the island of Jersey (1664)
New Mexico Sp. Nuevo Mexico

New York Eng. The Duke of York in charge of the colony/ Dutch Nieuw Awmsterdam

North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

F. fort la Caroline on the coast of South Carolina

Dakota Dakota tribe commonly known as Sioux

Iroquoian Ohio ‘river-fine’ /

Choktaw Oklahoma ‘people-red’ coined by Choktaw chief

F. Ouariconsint> Ouaricon> Ouragon, Ourgan, Ourigan> Ovregon
Welsh (Wiliam) Penn + silva (L. forest)

Dutch 7o00d, rode red N
F. fort le Caroline on the coast of South Carolina

Dakota Dakota tribe commonly known as Sioux

Eng Tennase < Sp Tanasqui

Sp. Teyas friends

Ute Yuta Ute tribe <Uta, Utak in early times”

F. Le(s) Mont(s) Vert(s) The Green Mountain(s)

Eng. (by her Majestie} Queen Elizabeth I (virgin)

Eng. George Washington, General of the American Army

Eng. (by her Majestie) Queen Elizabeth I (virgin)

Algonquian akin to Ojibwa wishkonsing place of the beaver
Lenape M’cheuwomink site in the Wyoming valley

Note: The Etymologies listed above have a few different styles, as they were extracted from the source books

listed under Table 1 and arranged by this writer.

— 12 —



uro3ai) UBLINOSSIIA
UBIUI[OIR)) YINOS uesuey|
URIUI0IR)) YIION uesuey1y
UBIUBISINOT Ijuouris A (gm) uerour(y
SHuIBIA (EM) uestouI IoUTeA uestoul[yI qouarg
, UBIUISIIA 1S9O M
UBTUISIIA
UBISSOUUD T,
uRwWAaSIaf MON 91149819 MIN I9YIOX MIN uefesIof MaN
uewasrgsduwrely moN  9uiysdwer] mMaN uBTUOIBUIYSB M Jopue[AIRIAl ueidi09s) ysi3uy
IOpUR[S] SPOYY yomn(g
sodendue] ueadoiny
4 S € 4 4 [e303
ueyel} N
uBYSRIGIN
UBJOSOUUIIA uenoIg
911IND1303UU0)) I9INO1109UU0)D) UBDIYOIAT
sdeusT-uuaT
NISUTWOA M ueaIeMe[d(]
/odeud]
ueoyepj ayoedy-emory]
UBIYONIUSY]
ueoryo ueronboJay
UBIIBMBI] uelremel
uejoye(J ynog
uejoye( YMON cale) ) g
UBTWOYRTH(O UBWOYR[YO
ueIIRqR[Y ueweqery MEIHO0Y)D
$119SNYOBSSBIA]
(SA)) 39snyOBSSBI 9118139SNYIBSSBIA (3o138N) uRINbUOI Y
QIUISUOIST M uesIoul[[[
SNUBS YDA (g)uetuRSIYDIN + I9pUBIIYDIA ueIdISSISSIIAI uembuo3|y
sodensd
-UBTT UBDLISWY 9ANBN
SI930 21- uye- Aa- u- AZorowr 1y

(200 “AON j0 SY : eSeuns’s)
ABojowA13 Aq payIsse|D Se1elS "SN BY3 JO SIUSPISeY Byl JO SeweN € d|qel

— 13



« UESIOUI[[[,, 0} UONIPPE U UEISIOUI[], PUB UBIOUI[[L,,  UBIPLIOL,, JO JUBLIBA SB UBPLIO[,, SISI| OS[E AT, SI91SGIM '€
‘Tein(d se s- poppe YsIBuy 9Y,[, SSI0USP SOUDN-9IV]J UDIdu]/ PIIU], SISO UL A[UO PIISK SI ,JOSNUDBSSBIAL, "7

"¢ pue T s9[qe] 3uripe Aq pssodulod SeM SAOQR 9[qe} 9YJ, "T S9I0N

L a1 L LE
S 6 § €2 [e303}
UBTUBAJASUUSJ UspPM
UBIUOZLIY UBUOZIIY ysiuedg ueOLIOUIY
uexoJ
UBDIXOI MON
UBDPBAIN
(€M) uBpHO[g
puvIU
40f1]D) JOouvIuLof1yn) uepeIojo) (oruedsTy [our)
oruIojIe) nm%to_ q UBIUIOJI[B) ysruedg
ueysery ueissny
uetuRIpUL ueuRIpUT ysiuedg ‘urje-oaN
UBUBJUOIA] upe|
UBURISINOT

UBMO]

14 —



sawyer DHjH% blend L7z b D EHERII NS,

California (2. G.O. Montalvo #515104E I L 72 24 > DOMEE Les Sergus de Esplandian \HT < -
BRENEBDEZFICHRT S5 (HE6) R4 YFETH S 56, Californio L) T—=ADHNT + V=T
N1 ZIRTEPEH B, N7+ V=TIMIZiE Hispanic LFFHINE AL Y RT AV HATFZ N, ZTDI2D,
Californiano (531%) & Californiana (Z1%) & \»-) Hispanic English b i 5,

EoL sicRohizk iz, Island -land 1213, -er 7§ < DA TH 5% 6, Marylander, Rhode
Islander DIREFZIZ—FETH 5,

F1OAMWIZY 2 b I/ “others” 1213, FMEEDIRENR LN,

AT, Alabama D%E#EEE Bama (Z-an # 21772 Baman 2°5 5,

kiz, Arkie & Okie i2i3, #BELDH 5,

Arkie  Often disparaging a migrant worker originally from Arkansas [1925-30]
(The Random House Dictionary of English Language, Second Ed., 1987.)
Okie (disparaging and offensive) a migrant worker from Oklahoma especially during the

Great Depression (1930-1935) (ditto)
Okie (1938) sometimes disparaging : a migrant agricultural worker ; esp. : one from Oklahoma
in the 1930s (Merviam- Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Ed., 1999.)

PRI LA ed i, WBREHEIE & L T8 L7 Arkansas, Oklahoma & Az, B %
AD LRl ICFEL T, fHI7z=v 72 —242%, Arkie & Okie TH %,

Penncer % informal T, Pennsylvania ? % F5E#5 D Penns-i2-er % £} 5 B8, Pennser £ §5 &, &
L Ht [pénzor] & /s/ DG /2/ 127 B2, [pénsor] ERETESH L) IT Penncer £ # clcB - L
AT 5,

72, -ite < New Hampshire & New Jersey (¥, EBEEED-man L B> T New Hamp-
shireman & New Jerseyman i27% %,

3. MRBADFHEMFHICOVT
RO, BFRBIZEALTLDZW) DL, FHROER, RE. AFTOENTH 5,
A BRE-an LEALNREZZNEDOEREOFICER LTHENS, / /IZRE, VIiIRE Ci+s.
(I FEeRDLY,
PA1. /o/ -V-C-V(a) Alabaman / Alaskan , Arizonan  Floridan / Indianan
Iowan / Louisianan ~ Minnesotan ~ Montanan  Nebraskan ,/
Nevadan  North [South] Dakotan / Oklahoman  Utahan

PA2. Jis/ -V-V Californian ,/ Georgian / Pennsylvanian , Virginian
PA3 /i/ -V () ({s) Hawaiian  Mississippian  Missourian  Illinoisan , Illinoian
PA4.  /ou/ -V-V(o) Ohioan /

PA5.  /ou/ -V-C-V(o) Coloradan / Idahan / New Mexican
PA6. /i/ -V(y)(ey) (ee) Kentuckian / New Jerseyan , Tennessean
PA7.  /-sos//-zes/(sas)  Kansan  Texan
PA8.  /-so!/(sas) Arkansan

PAl & PA2. l3-n DA %EAHIT 5, PA3. &L PAL DREFERICIE. BEH-an 2115, 72770, PA4. D
Idaho 721Hi3. /v/ 244 T-an iZ§ilT % Idahovan 25 5, ZNUE. /ou/% & /on/~DFEEF T, EHF L
LT/v/ IR EHEZ 515, PA6. (3, Tennessee (3812, Kentucky, New Jersey I3, -y #-i i<
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2T, ~an &fFT 5%, PA7. L PA8. 13, FBRD s 2Wl-> T n DA EfF}T 5, Texan I3 [tékson] L I2T 5%
WS, Kansan & Arkansan (3/zon/ E EFIC% 5,

M4 Arkansas (3. T1673F I Dl 28I L 727 7 » A A#A Jacques Marquette 13, ZHRER%
Arkansea LFPUF, Z#A% Arkansa, Arkansaw & Z{LL T, 18BI4EDMFRXTH Y % Arkansas, &%
[G:7kensd:] ICRE L7cos (FET) LW IRENFD B, NIOLFHIEIFULHY T [airkenzes] L RE
SN, MEEZFET Arkansan 13, BEFOELZRAL T, [airkénzon] LHEEI N5,

% B, PAL olowad & 9 iz, 77 v AABHEES. ChiwereFE D Ouaouiatonon % Ouaouia & 55#E L T,
BEECHFAETIRTICALETCRZITFANS (E8) FRY, I—u vy SREEFZEIIIALNS,

% 72, PA3. @ lllinois i3 Argonquian 3ED £ T WY AnLizh, BED (s) 2R F L % \» lllinoisan,
(s) ZFFAILL 7 llinoisian, # LTHRFEB N IS Y E L7z linoian & 3EDIREZSSH 5,

B. B8 -eor LA LLMNBZZMNBDOBEOFICER LTHNS,

PB1. /lond/ Marylander ./ Rhode Islander
PB2. /k/ /t/ New Yorker / Connecticuter / Vermonter
PB3. /n/ Mainer
C. BE&-ian LA LTNEBEMNZOEROFICEH L THNS,
PC1. /o/ Alabamian / Arizonian , Floridian ,/ Indianian  Louisianian
North [South] Carolinian,”Oklahomian
PC2. /i/ Illinoisian

PC3./n/ -V(a/o)-n Michiganian ,” Oregonian  Washingtonian

PC2. T, Illinoisian (% Illinois DFEED s DE W -ian LA L. /zion/ L EHFI NS, PC2. I3 PAlL L&
% BEETH B, George R. Stewart DINZITET 2 HET (£9) ic&kiud (a) THKb 3 PAL DiRAEER
—an L BETH LY, BMNEBEVHAT-1 257 o8 z~lan 2T ME2E 5, (100 (PAL S
f#) PC3. (3. -gan,~gon,~ngton NFERICW 51 5.,

# 1 “others” ® Nooyawker (3. New Yorker 2HEE BV ICEYVE L/ L TH S,

D. #RF&-ite LA LIMNEZBZNBOEBRENEICER L THNS,
PD1. /in/ /inp/ (in) (ing) Wisconsinite /” Wyomingite
PD2. /i/ (ey) New Jerseyite
PD3. /a:/ (ire) New Hampshirite

PD1. l3-sin & -ming ?2fl, PD2. & PD3. DAL DT, FEH L3 ZZwnss, BMr LThHhTFTHL,

Massachusetts N RN FER IS, H$ D Massachuset, #$%? Massachusetts, i< Massachusettsite #*
Hb, siteD&HiT/s /DOFHFIE. FAFLE, Z0HNIS/ t /OFNADL I EHDH D, Massachusetite H5E T
¥, Massachusettsite W SN BDIE. FD72HTH A,

Others IZ2WTid, T2, MEZDEENEM—IREDHELFE) OLPTHALTHEb0LH 5
DT, £H 6 HEWITS 0w,

4, ¥t

HFEOMMIZ, EFERKENSEL I -0 v YREFBICHITTHEEZEEERL TWw S, Robert Louis
Stevenson {3, THRHTT A Y A3 EMEY, BET, HFHEEIHN, 2—FFXT, FRNIHK
ELWwHI i?bu LIBT3,

fEEmE LTI

(1) REDOMNEBRIRERENTEELEFTEILT L L) FET, E#HE. BECER) ARTw 5,

(2) FERHZEZIT—ny OEr—KE, 772, 24 v —DEHEL b bWBORA,

Az (HR). FEERTEELHRFEL TS
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(3) MEDHEFRERKENEETY, I—n vy SREHETL, MEFEHLTIREBR. o< —Bn7
5L RFE AA YERRE, EEOBEMR. BEBICL 2,

(4) MERMRIZZ v 72— A% 2IFT B DN EN, AFTIR—EEIRY LIF722% Tz
TEAD o, BTN ZHS BFFEICIA 2\ LB,

E:

1. kA TREOER - RIEZDERER - TN, [BRK TRk WHELE] $£25.
19954E12H, pp. 179-194ZH,

2. H. L. Mencken. The American Language. Supplement 11. New York : Alfred A. Knopf., 1948. pp.
525-526.

3. Ibid, pp. 548-555.

4., Ibid, p. 549 & “The Composition of Indian Geographical Names (1870)” p. 555.

5. Cf.: Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. Merriam Webster Inc., 1986. “Michigander”

6. WRIEFIRE 72 A0EMy %6 M, Wtt, 1956, p.485H.

7. WERGFHE 72 NI LS “Arkansas,” ¢ Arkansas Profile, p. 37628,

8. George R. Stewart, ed. American Place-Names, Oxford University Press, 1977, p.222 cf. “Iowa”.

9. H.L.Menchen. The American Language. 4th Ed. New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 1936. p. 549.

10. Ibid., p. 548.

11. Ibid,, p. 549.

12, Ibid., p. 526.

Data Sources :

American Place-Names. Stewart, George R., ed. New York : Oxford University Press, 1970.

" American Thesaurus of Slang. New York : Crowell, 1996.

U. S. News and World Report Stylebook for Writers and Editors. U.S. News and World Report, Inc.,
1984.

Webster’s New Geographical Dictionary. G. & C. Merriam Co., 1977.

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. Merriam-Webster Inc., 1986.

Progressive Reverse English Dictionary. Shogakukan Inc., 1999.
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ARBREICERLT, BT v IR EFREMEIRFICE KB 2. BAERE) X - #3254 (NY.)
SRS R EA S & e E % Le, B L L E T,
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