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Considerations for the New World Order in fhe “Post—Cold—War”

Osamu WATANABE

The collapse of the U.S.S.R. in 1 9 9 1 has brought about an extensive change in the framework
of international relations. In place of traditional ways of thinking for example the balance—of —powers
theory, we have to find another way to understand the current worlds picture.

As Professor S. P. Huntington of Harvard University pointed out in his article “The Clash of
Civilizations ? ” in the summer issue of Foreign Affairs last year, world politics seems to be entering
a new phase with the emergence of new powers from diferrent religions, races and cultures.

In addition, we find two trends in world politics which are the movements of the unification of

nations on the one hand and separation within states on the other.

Confronted by such contradictory and complicated political structure, I propose one effective way

to consolidate peaceful world order is to put these two trends in an axis, coordinated with an ordinate
and an abscissa, and try to create a balance from the new ordinates. Otherwise, I believe the new world

order will be thrown into an even more confused state.
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