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Expression of Clothing among the Hanunoo-Mangyan

Junkichi WATARI

This paper presents a case study of the clothing culture of the Hanunoo-Mangyan tribe in the

Panaytayan area, Mansalay, Oriental Mindoro, Philippines. Two points about Hanunoo-Mangyan

clothing and society are examined: how Hanunoo-Mangyan clothing is expressive of the tribe’s cultural

settings and behaviors.

Upon attaining adulthood, members of the tribe engage social life through clothes, for following

formal and informal codes for wearing clothes. Inhabitants have a wide choice of dress for everyday life.

Selection is governed by social pressures reinforced by magico-religious sanctions.
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