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A Comparative Study of Craft Organizations
in Medieval Europe and Islamic World

Miyoko KURODA

It is well known that there existed at Medieval time similar craft organizations in the Mediter-
ranean world, in which three great powers; Roman Catholic, Bizanz and Islam had been competing with
each others. They were unanimously called <guilds> and analysed in a way most suitable for the
analysis of guild system in Europe, although there exist great differences among them in different
regions. This article tries to shed light on significant differences in their basic structure and socio-
historical function between guild system in Europe and hirfah system in the Islamic world. It clarifies
the reason why the hirfah system is communal and horizontal in contrast to autonomous and vertical
nature of the former, through the analysis of various legal factors; direct relationship between Shari‘a
(Islamic law) and this system, historical role of Muhtasib (Market inspector) as well as special function

of Shari‘a Court and Fatwas(legal opinions made by jurisconsults).
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