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In June 1900, a passenger ship was launched at the Walker-dockyards owned by Wigham-
Richardson Shipbuilders at Newcastle \ﬁpon Tyne. The ship was named “Potosi” by Mrs. Tweedy, the
wife of one the directors of WRS. The ship was 400 feet in length, 40 feet in beam and 21 feet in depth
and 6000 gross tons upon completion. She had two triple expansion steam engines, each Wi_th three
cylinders, and would run at 15 knots maximum speed. The owner was the Pacific Steam Navigation
Company, one of the leading marine companies at that time. In August, a newspaper, the “Shields
Gazette,” reported that Potosi was sold to the Russian Voluntary Fleet for 100,000 pounds.

There were many additional modifications made to the Potosi, which was given a new name, the
“Kazan” by the RVF before her trial voyage in September. Two weeks later, “Kazan” set sail from
Newcastle for the Russian (now Ukrainian) port city of Odessa, the base of the RVF on the Black Sea.
The RVF was a kind of auxiliary navy. Since the Dardanelles Channels International Treaty prohibit-
ed passage through of the channel by any naval vessels, Russia created the RVF. It consisted of 10-16
large, high-speed vessels which would operate as merchantmen during peace time, but once a war was
declared, they could be armed in the Mediterranean by taking out guns from their hatches and convert- '
ing the ships into cruisers.

Before the Russo-Japan War started, the RVF sent their vessels 40 times per year to the Orient
because the Siberian Railroad was notyet completed. In order to complete the railroad, Russia needed
a great amount of labor in Siberia. Many of the passengers on the ships to Siberia were criminals, but
political prisoners and their families also engaged in labor. This paper is the first in a series devoted

to the story of the amazing life of the “Kazan”, later named the “Kasato-maru”.
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