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The Linguistic Atlas of the Tokyo Bay Area/Kisarazu,

Kimitsu & Futtsu Cities, Chiba Prefecture, Japan (1986-89)
Fascicle 1

Hideki SASAKI

ABSTRACT

The present paper, as the primary fascicle, presents firstly the list of our informants, secondly
our fieldwork guidelines, and finally some handouts used for fieldworkers in class which were
intended to make the guidelines above more effective.

The present report concerns the survey of Chiba areas (@ on the map) facing the Kanagawa
ones (D on the map) across Tokyo Bay. That region of Chiba () borders on the southernmost
parts of the ‘Boso’ Peninsula (the horizontally shaded part on the map). The dialect atlas of the
latter was already published by the late Prof. W. A. Grootaers and the present writer in 1984.
‘Boso’ is the old name for Chiba. ‘
~ Accordingly, it is a matter of course that we should get interested in how linguistically
related the Chiba region (®) will be to chronological order
Kanagawa (@) on one hand, and how dis- M AP [of the Survey ]
tinct it will be from the southernmost L:—E\.,:l;'_do
‘Boso’ (shaded part) on the other. We t ,-'\-"J: Ty
should also be curious as to what role T

Tokyo Bay has played in the process of
dialect diffusion between Chiba and Kana-

gawa Prefs. These studies make an impor-
tant contribution to dialectology. I will

begin to present our results in the next
fascicle.

My profound gratitude goes to all the
people who kindly cooperated with us in
any stage of our survey.
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How does the fieldworker record speech
without distorting the very data (s) he
seeks to collect? (p. 178)
2 Av7r—=roXftichbtd, HbH
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Familiarity with the culture and accep-
tance by informants is essential to  suc-
cesful fieldwork. Unlike interviews by
spies, the police, or news reporters, linguis-
tic interviews can cover a wide range of
topics that need not threaten
(178-9)
A considerable amount of research about

informants.

the community needs to be completed prior
to fieldwork, otherwise the potential for
informant alienation runs high. (180)

3 A v 7x—=r OIS 5 A REME
DEND D HLFERTW LS,

Indeed Labov (1984) advocates the grad-
ual introduction of topics, beginning with
non-threatening childhood experiences and
moving toward dangerous episodes, cul-
minating with questions regardind deeply

> TEET, (74)

This
allows the fieldworkers to monitor inter-

personal experiences. procedure
views in progress and shift topics when
necessary to maintain informant rapport.
(179)
4 A r7+—~r b EEEFLOEERMRY
AHR
Trust is an important element in over-
paradox. If

informants are suspicious of fieldworkers,

coming the observer’s

then they are not likely to be cooperative.
(179)
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When informants understand their role
in linguistic research and the motivation
behind the fieldwork, they are more likely
to support our efforts. This was my experi-
ence in the black community. Most of my
informants recognized the value of oral
traditions in African American culture, and
it has always been a simple matter for me
to explain my motives to prospective infor-
mants. They also come to understand the
central role they play in linguistic research
and the paramount importance of their
data to the reconstruction of the oral his-
torical record. (179)

6 Miiﬁi%%ﬁo%t§@4y7¢—v

¥ PO BIR Y B0 ?

Wolfson (1976) mentions that her infor-
mants made repeated reference to the
tape recorder. I too have encountered simi-
lar comments from informants, but it has
been my experience that attention to
recording equipment varies during inter-
views. At times, particularly when poten-
tially embarrassing topics are discussed,




informants may occasionally refer to the
recording equipment; they recognize the
documentary nature of our research, and
periodically express concern regarding con-
fidentiality. This strikes me as a very
natural response, particularly when one
conducts fieldwork among oppressed peo-
ple.

The extent to which informants tend to
ignore recording equipment in favor of
speaking freely is a direct reflection of the

cessfully overcome the observer’s paradox.
[Baugh 1993: 179]

I will not address the ethical issue of
surreptitious recordings, nor will I pursue
discussion regarding secret recordings as a
solution to the observer’s paradox. (180)
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Honesty may lead to the kind of rapport
that can overcome the observer’s paradox.
(180)

extent to which fieldworkers

have suc-
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